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Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions.)  Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions.) 

RELIGION/religious facility  RELIGION/religious facility 

FUNERARY/cemetery  FUNERARY/cemetery 

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions.) 

MID-19TH CENTURY / Gothic Revival 

 

 

 

 

Materials (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property:  Wood (façade); Asphalt Shingles (roof); Stone (foundation). 

5.  Classification 

 Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)  Category of Property (Check only one box) 

 [X] Private  []  Building(s) 

 []  Public-local  [X] District  

 []  Public-state  []  Site 

 []  Public-federal  []  Structure 

  []  Object 

Number of Resources within Property (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

 Contributing  Noncontributing  

 4   Buildings 

 1   Sites 

 1   Structures 

 1   Objects 

 7  0 Total  

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0 
 

6. Function or Use 
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Description 
 

Summary Paragraph (Briefly describe the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of 

construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.) 

 

The Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church and Cemetery is in Howard County, Nebraska in the town once 
known as Paplin. The rectangular church is a Mid-19th century Gothic Revival building with two towers 
on each side of a center gable. In the center is a set of double doors with a large rose stained-glass 
window above. The primary façade faces south. Northeast of the church are three contributing 
buildings to the nomination; the parish hall and beyond it are two outhouses. Northwest of the church is 
the receiving vault (structure). In the nominated boundaryôs southwest corner along 17th Avenue is a 
brick shrine (object). Roughly 1000 feet to the southeast of the church is the Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Cemetery. Although there have been a number of changes to the church since its construction, the 
cumulative effect of these alterations has done little to impact the aspects of integrity for evaluating 
historic properties.  
 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 

contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable.) 

 

Setting 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel is in rural Howard County in central Nebraska. It is near the countyôs 
western border, with Ashton (2010 pop: 194) in neighboring Custer County the nearest incorporated 
community.1 Rural 17th Avenue2 creates the southern boundary of the nominated area, with the 
buildings set back roughly 300 feet in what was once known as the town of Paplin (ñChoyniceò in 
Polish). The town is now gone and all that remains are the church buildings and cemetery. This 
property is surrounded by farmland, with the Turkey Creek running north and west of the church 
property. The church, hall, receiving vault, and out houses are set in the propertyôs northwest corner, 
orientated to the south. A rectory and small garage previously sat north of the church, with a school 
building to the west; all three are non-extant. The cemetery is set roughly 1,000 feet to the east in the 
nominated areaôs southeast corner and can be entered directly from the east-west 17th Avenue. Within 
the property, a waist-high fence runs along the west, south, and east of the yard surrounding the 
church and parish hall. Directly opposite the church entrance, the fence opening includes a span over 
the entrance that includes ñMOUNT CARMELò and a cross. 
 
Church - Exterior 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel is a two-story frame church in the Gothic Revival style measuring 48ô x 83ô. 
Facing the south, the primary façade is dominated by two matching square towers, two stories in 
height, in the southeast and southwest corners of the church, respectively. Both towers have pointed-
arch openings with hood molds at both the first and second level facing south. To the outside of these 
towers the arched windows are infilled with wood siding, identical to the entire buildingôs exterior 
treatment; a historic photograph (Figure 2) demonstrates this infill is original to the building. Below the 
eaves are rectangular louvered vents on three sides of the towers; there are no vents on the towersô 
north side. The dual towers are topped with a concave hipped roof in shingles, each with a cross at the 
apex. Between the two towers, the front gable church is two-stories in height. The stain-glass windows 
on the south façade have been temporarily removed from the church for rehabilitation. Although the 

                                                                    
1 United States Census Bureau, ȰΤΡΣΩ 5Ȣ3Ȣ 'ÁÚÅÔÔÅÅÒ &ÉÌÅÓȟȱ United States Census Bureau, https://www.census.gov/. 

Retrieved April 8, 2020. As Paplin no longer exists the church is now within the Ashton address area. 
2 Also labeled on maps as 790th Road. 

https://www.census.gov/
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openings are currently filled with glass panes the following descriptions reflect the churchôs appearance 
with the stain-glass windows in place. 
 
The first level contains the aforementioned centered opening with a pointed arch stained-glass 
transom. Flanking the entrance on each side are pointed-arch windows in stained glass. A rose window 
is centered in the gable. Similar to the towers, the gable is topped with a cross. Asphalt shingles cover 
the roof of the building. The window openings were originally nine-light double-hung windows; the 
current stained-glass windows were installed in 1907.3 
 

 
Figure 1: Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, south façade, with stain-glass windows in place, 2019, (courtesy of Rose 

Kowalski.). 

 
The east and west façades are identical, each with six pointed-arch windows with hoods. Five of the six 
contain stain-glass windows, the exception being the rear window on each façade, which contain a 
nine-light, double-hung window. The original stain-glass windows have been covered with an exterior 
screen of wire-mesh to protect them from damage/vandalism. The rear, non-stain-glass window on 
each façade are covered with a traditional screen window. To the south of each of the rear windows, is 
a vertical board separating the wood siding. This break in the siding is original to the building and is in-
line with the interior build out of the two interior spaces on each side of the sanctuary and altar. The 

                                                                    
3 Our Lady of Mount Carmel Centennial, 1883-1983, (Paplin, NE: printed by Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, 1983), 8. 
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side of one of the dual towers are visible from these façades; the tower is described in the preceding 
paragraph depicting the south façade. Along the base of the east façade, below the fifth window, is the 
access door to the church cellar. 
 
The north (rear) façade of the church contains two windowless gables. The main gable is identical in 
size to the south façade and is the main body of the church. Protruding from the main gabled segment 
is a second, small gabled section, roughly two-thirds in height and half in width as the main church. 
Single exit doors flank each side of the smaller section. 
 
Church - Interior 
As one walks through the double doors, you enter a small vestibule. To the left is a storage area/coat 
room; a small room to the right contains the stairs that lead to the choir loft. The choir loft includes 
seating for a minimal number of people, such as a small singing group and includes a traditional organ. 
The choir loft gives an awesome panoramic view of the church. The bell tower is also accessible from 
the choir loft. 
 
The main interior of the church includes two confessionals, the church proper, altar, a sacristy, and 
second storage room. The aisle leads to the apse. Entering the church one will see the beautiful tiled 
floor that was originally wood. The tiles are white that form cross patterns in red as the aisle leads to 
the altar. The walls and ceilings are tin type covered. Tin ceilings were first manufactured and sold in 
North America in the mid-1800s, as a more affordable option to emulate the look and elegance of the 
ornate plasterwork that was popular in Europe at the time.  The tin ceilings were painted white to 
emulate the plaster ceilings in Europe. The back wall behind the altar is painted Polish red, which is 
also one of the main colors of the Polish flag. The red color represents the many struggles for freedom 
of the Polish people over the past centuries. 
 
The sacristy that is the immediate left of the altar was once used to store vestments for the parish priest 
and altar servers and other materials needed to celebrate the rites of the Catholic Mass. The small 
room to the right of the altar was used for storage of other needed items.  
 

The interior reveals stunning pillars and religious iconography one would typically see in a Catholic 
church. The pews are those originally made for the church in 1882 by Joe Roszczynialski.4 The altar is 
still intact although an additional altar facing the congregation was installed in 1968 to meet the 
changes of the Second Vatican Council.5  
 
Parish Hall  
The parish hall was built from lumber of the old hall over a concrete black foundation.6 It is a single-
story over raised basement rectangular building with a hipped roof. The façade is clad in wood siding; 
the foundation is built of concrete block. A set of concrete steps lead to the main double entry doors 
centered on the south façade. A single entrance door is located at the west end of the south façade at 
ground level. This entrance accesses the stairwell for the first floor and basement. The east and west 
façades are nearly identical, each with four one-over-one double-hung windows on the main floor and 
one-by-one sliding windows at the basement level. The west façade contains a single entrance door to 
the main floor at the northern end of the side, with in-ground basement access to the south of the entry 
door. The north façade contains no openings or defining features. On the interior, the main level is an 
open wooden dance floor with a small stage at the north end. The basement floor is poured concrete 

                                                                    
4 Diamond Jubilee of Mount Carmel Parish, 1883-1958, (Paplin, NE: printed by Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, 1958), 6. 
5 EncyclƻǇŜŘƛŀ .ǊƛǘŀƴƴƛŎŀΣ ŜŘǎΦΣ ά{ŜŎƻƴŘ ±ŀǘƛŎŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ 9ƴŎȅŎƭƻǇŜŘƛŀ .ǊƛǘŀƴƴƛŎŀ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ό9ƴŎȅclopedia Britannica, Inc., 

October 4, 2019), https://www.brit annica.com/event/Second-Vatican-Council Accessed February 7, 2020. 
6 Centennial, 12. 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Second-Vatican-Council
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and the level houses a small kitchen, counter serving area, and a large, open area most commonly 
used for celebratory lunches and dinners. 
 
Outhouses 
Northwest of the parish hall are two wooden outhouses which date from within the period of 
significance. The outhouses were originally northwest of the church near the location of the school that 
was located on site. Both the menôs and womenôs outhouses are ñtwo-seatersò with gabled roofs; the 
menôs covered in metal and the womenôs in asphalt shingles. The outhouses continue to be used today 
as neither the church nor parish hall have indoor restrooms. 
 
Receiving Vault 
Northwest of the church is a small brick structure with gabled ends and a door on the southeast façade 
with a small opening above. Each side contains a pointed-arch window, currently covered with plywood 
for protection from vandals and deterioration. There are no openings or details on the rear (northwest) 
façade. The roof is covered with metal. The receiving vault was used to hold the remains of deceased 
parishioners during the winter months until the ground had thawed to allow for internment in the nearby 
cemetery. 
 
Shrine 
The primary entrance to the property is located in the southwest corner of the nominated area. At this 
entrance is a brick shrine with a statue of Christ carrying His cross on his way to Golgotha. The shrine 
is roughly eight feet tall and three feet square. The upper section has openings on the west, south, and 
north sides to display the sculpture, which is orientated to the west. The lower half is of brick with an 
inlaid cross on each side.  
 
Cemetery (HW00-088) 
The Our Lady of Mount Carmel Cemetery is roughly two acres in the nominated propertyôs southeast 
corner. The hill-top cemetery is a choice parcel of ground overlooking all the surrounding territory. 
While it can be accessed in its northwest corner by a route from the church, the fenced-in cemeteryôs 
primary entrance is in the center of its southern boundary along 17th Avenue. Spanning the entrance is 
an arched metal entry banner with ñMOUNT CARMELò spelled out, the words separated by a large 
cross that extends above the banner. The main drive that passes under this gate leads north until the 
cemeteryôs mid-point where it is intersected by a shrine depicting the Crucifixion Group, which was 
erected in 1909.7 Northeast of the shrine is another prominent feature of the cemetery ï the Badura 
Mausoleum. This is the final resting place for Stanislaus (Stanley) and Johanna Badura, who donated 
the ground for the church and cemetery. Many gray and red granite gravestones surround the 
mausoleum and are shaded by evergreen trees. Headstones date as early as 1885 and many older 
monuments in the form of iron crosses and religious icons bear the names of the dead in Polish. The 
cemetery also bears a headstone in remembrance of the children who died during the 1892 diphtheria 
epidemic.  
 
Evaluation of Aspects of Integrity 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church retains all seven aspects of integrity at high levels. The property 
remains in its original location and, although the town of Paplin was slowly abandoned, the church and 
cemetery were always situated in a predominately rural setting. With the exception of the lowering of 
the two towers, little has changed regarding the design, materials, and workmanship of the church 
building. The property is occasionally used for Mass and the aspects of feeling and association are still 
very much intact. The Parish Hall, receiving vault, and Cemetery all have experienced little to no 
change over the years. 

                                                                    
7 Diamond Jubilee, 11. 
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8.  Statement of Significance 

 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
όaŀǊƪ ά·έ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ōƻȄŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
property for National Register listing.) 
 

X A Property is associated with events that 
have made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns of our history.   

 B Property is associated with the lives of 
persons significant in our past.   

X C Property embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction or represents the 
work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction. 

 

 

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield 
information important in prehistory or 
history.   

 

Criteria Considerations 
όaŀǊƪ ά·έ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄŜǎ ǘƘŀt apply.) 
 

Property is: 

X A Owned by a religious institution or used 
for religious purposes.   

 B Removed from its original location. 

 C A birthplace or a grave. 

X D A cemetery. 

 E 
A reconstructed building, object, or 
structure. 

 F A commemorative property. 

 G Less than 50 years of age or achieved 
significance within the past 50 years.   

 
 

 
Areas of Significance  

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

A: Exploration/Settlement 

A: Ethnic Heritage (European) 

C: Architecture 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Period of Significance 

1883-1968 

 

 
 

Significant Dates 

1907 ς Shrine erected 

1959 ς Parish Hall constructed 

 

Significant Person  
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above.) 

N/A 

 
 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

 

 
 

Architect/Builder 

N/A 

 

 
 

 
 

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, 

applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.)  
 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church of Paplin is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criterion C, as it represents the distinctive characteristics of the Mid-19th century Gothic 
Revival building with two towers on each side of a set of double doors with a large stained-glass rose 
window above it. The interior space of the church is a key element for both the design and function of 
churches of this era and the need for religious functions. The church is also eligible under both Criterion 



United States Department of the Interior  

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 
 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church and Cemetery  Howard County, Nebraska 
Name of Property County and State 

8 

A: Ethnic Heritage (European) and Criterion A: Exploration/Settlement as representative property from 
the early Polish settlement of Paplin. The community consisted primarily of Polish immigrants and their 
children. This church was a significant aspect of the Paplin community and is the sole resource that 
dates to the communityôs early years. 
 
The church is reminiscent of the importance of religion to the residents of Paplin. Criteria Consideration 
A is applicable to this property as it is a religious property. The nominated property also includes the 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Cemetery, therefore, Criteria Consideration D is also applied. The period of 
significance begins with the churchôs completion in 1883 and extends to 1968 when significant interior 
changes were made to the altar space in response to the Second Vatican Council.8  
 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)   

 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church can be found in what was once the town of Paplin. Paplin was in 
western Howard County in Central Nebraska. At its height of population, the parish boasted 125 
families as members.9 It is located 135 miles north and west of Lincoln, the state capital, and 19 miles 
west and north of St. Paul, the seat of Howard County. This church represents the importance of 
religion to the Polish immigrants that settled the area in and around Paplin. Built at the end of the 19th 
century, Our Lady of Mount Carmel continues to be an inspiring commitment of faith of those in the 
area.  
 
The first settlers to occupy the Paplin area were Polish immigrants, primarily from Pennsylvania and 
Illinois, in 1873.10 Finding bison roaming the fertile plains that had never been plowed these early 
settlers made do with what was at their disposal, often initially living in ñsoddiesò until more permanent 
residences could be built.   
 
The first residents of Paplin attended church services in Posen (now Farwell), roughly nine miles away 
over poor roads with poor transportation methods. The seventy-five Paplin families found this too far 
away as their Sunday obligations were taking an entire day to fulfill. Talk and plans began about 
building their own church in their beloved Paplin community. Father Stuer, himself from Posen, 
supported the idea and with Stanley Badura, a prominent settler donating several acres for the church, 
a building committee was formed.11 
 
The pioneers donated as much as they possibly could, allowing Father Stuer to journey to Omaha with 
some English-speaking men to ask Bishop OôConnor for help in this matter. The Bishop came to their 
aid and provided some funds. The building of the church began in earnest. The farmers hauled rough 
stone over ten miles from Davis Creek for the church foundation and lumber all the way from Grand 
Island. Without railroads in the area, materials were hauled by horse-drawn wagons that took two or 
three days to travel from one point to another.12 
 
A very large and beautiful structure was erected beginning in 1882, with construction completed the 
following year. Two high steeples were built, and the interior of the church decorated. A small altar was 
constructed which was later replaced by a larger one. Joseph Mendyk made the first altar, the 

                                                                    
8 Centennial, 4. %ÎÃÙÃÌÏÐÅÄÉÁ "ÒÉÔÁÎÎÉÃÁȟ ÅÄÓȢȟ Ȱ3ÅÃÏÎÄ 6ÁÔÉÃÁÎ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȟ %ÎÃÙÃÌÏÐÅÄÉÁ "ÒÉÔÁÎÎÉÃÁ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȟ ɉ%ÎÃÙÃÌÏÐÅÄÉÁ 

Britannica, Inc., October 4, 2019), https://www.britannica.com/event/Second-Vatican-Council Accessed February 7, 
2020. 

9 Diamond Jubilee, 11. 
10 Diamond Jubilee, 2. 
11 Ȱ(ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȟȱ The Phonograph, St. Paul, NE, July 5, 1967. 
12 Diamond Jubilee, 6. Ȱ(ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȟȱ The Phonograph, St. Paul, NE, July 5, 1967. 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Second-Vatican-Council
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communion rails and the confessional. Joe Roszczynialski made the pews and did other carpentry work 
in the church. The church was not finished when the first Mass was celebrated in it by Father Stuer on 
Christmas Day, 1882. Father Stuer blessed the church after it was completed in July 1883.13 The 
residents of Paplin were overjoyed to have its own place of worship conveniently located in its own 
community. 
 
The church purchased a home from John Sok to serve as the first rectory for Father Stuer. It was 
moved from across Turkey Creek to the church property and remodeled in 1884. Prior to this, Father 
Stuer was assigned strictly as a missionary to the parish because the area was short on churches and 
priests. He was continuously on the road serving the Catholics in widely scattered areas. He ministered 
to the needs of his flock in Posen, often traveling the distance on foot.14 
 
The zealous pastor also saw the need for a parochial school. The congregation was large since it 
consisted not only of parishioners from Paplin, but also those from Loup City, Rockville, and Arcadia. 
The children not only needed a good education in secular subjects but also solid religious training. It 
was too difficult for the pastor to handle all this work alone so Father Stuer requested his help to be 
sent to Paplin. Brothers Chmielewski and Kraemer were assigned to assist Father Stuer at Paplin, 
residing with him and conducting classes in two rooms upstairs in the rectory.  
 
The members of the church experienced many hardships during churchôs active years. One notable 
incident was in 1888 when high winds ï possibly a tornado ï blew the church roughly a foot and a half 
off its foundation. Concerned parishioners decided to build a new foundation to support the church but, 
in what many parishioners considered a miracle, one day a wind blew from the opposite direction and 
settled the church back on its foundation.15 
 

 
Figure 2: Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, 1902, (courtesy of Rose Kowalski). 

                                                                    
13 Diamond Jubilee, 6. 
14 Diamond Jubilee, 7. 
15 Ȱ(ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȟȱ The Phonograph, St. Paul, NE, July 5, 1967. 
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Father Stuer gave up his rectory with the arrival of Franciscan Sisters in 1890 who came to Paplin to 
help with educational and religious instruction.16 In 1891 a frame, two-room school was built on the east 
side of the church, south of the parish hall. Given the inadequate health care options at the time, the 
Sisters nursed to the sick of the community in addition to their educational and religious 
responsibilities.17  
 
Unfortunately, without a trained doctor or a functioning hospital, the Sistersô medical care was unable to 
keep the Paplin community from suffering through a severe diphtheria outbreak in 1892. Children were 
especially vulnerable to this disease with estimates that about one hundred children died within a single 
year. They were buried on lower west side of the cemetery. Today there is a single marker for the 
children lost to the outbreak as a fire consumed many of the original wooden grave markers. Many 
burials occurred at night because of danger of contamination. Stories from those who survived included 
recollections of some parents coming home from the funeral of one child and finding one or two more 
had died while they were away.18 
 
Father Stuer was called back to Poland in June 1896. Under Father Radka, a new rectory was built in 
the early 1900s. In preparation for the First Communion Class in 1907, the plain glass windows of the 
church were replaced with stained glass, the interior was re-plastered by congregation members 
Anthony and Mike Kaminski, and the brick sidewalks were replaced with concrete.19 That same year a 
mission cross was erected on the grounds and a grotto shrine with the Crucifixion Group was 
constructed in the cemetery. The shine representing Jesus carrying His Cross to Calvary was put up on 
the side of the road leading to the church. 
 

 
Figure 3: Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, 1910, (courtesy of Rose Kowalski). 

                                                                    
16 Centennial, 6. 
17 Diamond Jubilee, 8. 
18 Diamond Jubilee, 9. Ȱ(ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȟȱ The Phonograph, St. Paul, NE, July 5, 1967. 
19 Centennial, 6, 8. 
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When a fire destroyed the Sisterôs convent, immediate plans for a new one were made. The debris was 
cleared away, the basement was enlarged, and a new and larger building was erected. Frank Stobbe 
and Charles Gavrich were the carpenters and the ladies of the parish helped with the painting and 
varnishing. The convent was completed in 1922.20 
 
The Sisters left in 1927 as the parish could no longer support a school due to the hardships of that 
yearôs drought. In July 1930, Mount Carmel Parish became a mission under the jurisdiction of Saint 
Francis Catholic Church in nearby Ashton. The following year, the interior of the church was 
redecorated.21 The fiftieth anniversary celebration for the church in 1933 brought over 1,200 
parishioners ï old and new ï to Mount Carmel to celebrate. Masses were performed in both English 
and Polish.22 Father Jarka unsuccessfully tried to obtain Sisters as teachers again but did arrange for 
vacationing Sisters stationed at Loup City to come and teach the children of the parish religion for two 
weeks of summer school. Years later this became two weeks of half day sessions.23 
 
Under the leadership of Father Anthony Figlerski (1937-1956), many improvements were made to the 
church property. A new well was dug, and the Sistersô convent was converted into a rectory and 
restrooms were installed. The church, rectory, and parish hall were repainted, and the interior of the 
church was completely renovated, as were the statues, and the tabernacle was replaced. The church 
steeples were repaired and lowered eleven feet due to rotting beams. The roof was covered with 
asphalt shingles and other minor repairs completed.24 
 
Over 600 people attending the churchôs seventy-fifth anniversary celebration in September 1958.25 In 
December of that same year the former rectory and parish school were torn down and the lumber used 
for the new parish hall, which was blessed on September 27, 1959, by Bishop Paschang. A bazaar was 
held the same day to help offset the debt of the new hall. The kitchen and basement ceiling of the new 
hall were not completed until 1961.26  
 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church was constructed in and retains many of the distinctive features of 
the Gothic Revival architectural style. The most distinctive of these features ï the pointed arch ï is 
clearly evident in the church as all windows openings and the main entrance all are in this style; the 
lone exception is the circular rose windows in the front gable. While the original windows were replaced 
in 1907 with stained-glass, the remaining original windows show the use of window tracery within the 
opening, creating multiple pointed-arch panes within the larger opening. Another identifiable feature of 
this style is the use of pinnacles atop the roofline; in churches this naturally relates to the steeple. 
Although each of the dual towers have been lowered since the church was constructed, the pinnacles 
atop them remain, visible in the surrounding rural area.27 The exterior wall cladding is monochrome, 
extending into the gables without any breaks or changes in materials or design.28 As is most common 

                                                                    
20 Centennial, 10. 
21 Ȱ)ÔÅÍÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 4Ï×Îȟȱ The Howard County Herald, St. Paul, NE, September 30, 1931. 
22 Ȱ,ÁÒÇÅ #ÒÏ×Ä !ÔÔÅÎÄÓ 'ÏÌÄÅÎ *ÕÂÉÌÅÅ ÁÔ 0ÁÐÌÉÎȟȱ The Phonograph, St. Paul, NE, September 27, 1933. 
23 Centennial, 13. 
24 Centennial, 14. 
25 Ȱ0ÁÐÌÉÎ *ÕÂÉÌÅÅ 4ÕÒÎÏÕÔ ,ÁÒÇÅȟȱ The Phonograph, St. Paul, NE, September 3, 1958. 
26 Centennial, 14. 
27 Marcus Whiffen, American Architecture Since 1780: A Guide to the Styles, revised, (Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 

1992), 53. 
28 Virginia Savage McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide to Identifying and Understanding 
!ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ $ÏÍÅÓÔÉÃ !ÒÃÈÉÔÅÃÔÕÒÅ, (New York, NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 2014), 267. 
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with Gothic Revival churches, Our Lady of Mount Carmel incorporates a Basilica plan. Rectangular with 
a steeple at the entrance ï in this case two ï interior columns, multiple aisles, and a raised sanctuary 
opposite the entrance.29 A relatively common style for churches in the middle of the 19th century, brick 
construction was typical with few examples of frame dual-tower Gothic Revival churches remaining in 
the state, even less with the level of integrity that Our Lady of Mount Carmel possesses, as described 
in Section 7. 
 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel ï 1969 to Present 
Unfortunately, the railroad never ran near Paplin, as people had thought it would, and Paplin is no 
longer the busy little town it once was. As the mid-century progressed, changes in farming operations 
meant fewer farmers and a decrease in parishioners. In 1974, Bishop Sullivan closed the church and 
announced plans for Paplin to become a retreat center. The parishioners became so angry they nearly 
rioted. There was no priest available to minster to the people, so Father Robert Foster from Loup City 
and Father Bernard Berger from Farwell came during this time and held a Sunday afternoon Mass. 
Father Kopushar came back June 3, 1975, upon request of the parishioners and Bishop Sullivan.30 

 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel stayed open until 1997, at which time there were no longer enough people 
to sustain the church.  The parishioners of Mount Carmel have a very close bond with the little country 
church and are very protective of it yet today. At present, the Diocese of Grand Island is in the process 
of selling the section of land that contains the buildings to Friends of Paplin, Inc., a non-profit 
organization committed to the maintenance and preservation of the existing buildings. The Diocese will 
retain possession of the cemetery and additional land. 
 
Criteria Considerations A: Religious Property & D: Cemetery 
Criteria Consideration A: Religious Property is applied as Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church 
was built in 1883 by the Catholics of the Paplin community and continuously held services until 1997. It 
annually hosts a Mass and reunion. Criterion Consideration D: Cemetery is also applied as the Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Cemetery is within the nominated boundary and was an extension of the church 
and its religious practices.  
 
Multiple Property Document ï Rural Church Architecture in Nebraska 
Dual-tower churches have been identified as an Associated Property Type within the ñRural Church 
Architecture in Nebraska, c.1850-1940ò Multiple Property Documentation Form (MPDF). As with Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel, dual-tower churches are often affiliated with Catholic parishes. The 
Romanesque and Gothic styles are identified as the primary architectural categories of dual-tower 
churches in Nebraska, of which this property belongs to the latter style. Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Catholic Church meets the registration requirements set forth within the MPDF to be identified as a 
dual-tower church of acceptable integrity, including dual-towers on the primary façade, front gable of 
steep pitch, centered entrance, shallow narthex (vestibule), an interior with a large and open nave, and 
an apse opposite the main entrance. This property retains original decorative elements, as well as non-
original decorative elements added within the Period of Significance.31 
 
 
 
 

                                                                    
29 Whiffen, 53. 
30 Centennial, 16. 
31 %ÍÉÌÙ ,ÅÎÈÁÓÕÅÎȟ Ȱ2ÕÒÁÌ #ÈÕÒÃÈ !ÒÃÈÉÔÅÃÔÕÒÅ ÉÎ .ÅÂÒÁÓËÁȟ ÃȢΣΪΧΡ-ΣΫΦΡȟȱ -ÕÌÔÉÐÌÅ 0ÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ $ÏÃÕÍÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ &ÏÒÍȟ ɉ.03 

#100004610; July 1, 2020), F8-10. 
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(no author), Our Lady of Mount Carmel Centennial, 1883-1983, Paplin, NE: printed by Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Parish, 1983. 

 
(no author), Diamond Jubilee of Mount Carmel Parish, 1883-1958, Paplin, NE: printed by Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel Parish, 1958. 
 
(no author), ñHistorical Society,ò The Phonograph, St. Paul, NE, July 5, 1967. 
 
(no author), ñItems of the Town,ò The Howard County Herald, St. Paul, NE, September 30, 1931. 

 
(no author), ñLarge Crowd Attends Golden Jubilee at Paplin,ò The Phonograph, St. Paul, NE, 

September 27, 1933. 
 
Church Records, (unpublished), Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church, Paplin, NE. 
 
Encyclopedia Britannica, eds., ñSecond Vatican Council, Encyclopedia Britannica website, 

(Encyclopedia Britannica, Inc., October 4, 2019), https://www.britannica.com/event/Second-Vatican-
Council  Accessed February 7, 2020. 

 
Howard County Deed Records, Howard County Courthouse, St. Paul, Nebraska. 
 
Lenhasuen, Emily, ñRural Church Architecture in Nebraska, c.1850-1940,ò Multiple Property 

Documentation Form, NPS #100004610; July 1, 2020. 
 
McAlester, Virginia Savage, A Field Guide to American Houses, 2nd ed., New York, NY: Alfred A. 

Knopf, 2014. 
 
ñPaplin Jubilee Turnout Large,ò The Phonograph, St. Paul, NE, September 3, 1958. 
 
United States Census Bureau, ñ2017 U.S. Gazetteer Files,ò United States Census Bureau, 

https://www.census.gov/. Retrieved April 8, 2020. 
 
Whiffen, Marcus, American Architecture Since 1780: A Guide to the Styles, revised, Cambridge, MA: 

The MIT Press, 1992. 
 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

  preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR  67 has been requested)   State Historic Preservation Office 

  previously listed in the National Register   Other State agency 

  previously determined eligible by the National Register   Federal agency 

  designated a National Historic Landmark   Local government 

  recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #   University 

  recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # X  Other (Name of repository) 

  recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #   Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church 

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): HW00-012, HW00-088 

9.  Major Bibliographic References 

 
Bibliography (Insert bibliography here ς cite the books, articles and other sources used in preparing this form.) 
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

 
Parcel #471067020; Howard County, NE; Dannevirke Township; S ½  SW ¼ SE ¼ 7-15-12, and 
Parcel #4780851232; Howard County, NE; Dannevirke Township; S ¼ SE ¼ 7-15-12. 
 
The north boundary of the nominated property is a treed fence line along an agricultural field. Both the east and west 
boundaries, respectively, are delineated by gravel drives the run north off of 17th Avenue. 17th Avenue serves as ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŎŜƭΩǎ 
southern boundary. 
 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

 
This is the original land donated for the church and cemetery by Stanley Badura in 1882.  
 

11.  Form Prepared By 

name/title Rose A. Kowalski, Secretary 

organization Friends of Paplin, Inc. date September 11, 2020 

street & number 844 Linden Court telephone 308-750-2807 

city or town Loup City state NE zip code 68853 

email Rosekowalski56@gmail.com 

 

 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

¶ Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
    

¶ Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.   Key all photographs to 
map. 

 

¶ Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO for any additional items.) 
 

 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property 20 acres USGS Quadrangle Cotesfield, Nebr. (1953) 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 

Datum if other than WGS84:   

1. Latitude 41.281 Longitude -98.738  

2. Latitude 41.281 Longitude -98.733  

3. Latitude 41.279 Longitude -98.733  

4. Latitude 41.279 Longitude -98.738  
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Figure 4: Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church & Cemetery, site plan, 1983, (NeSHPO Site File, HW00-012). 
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